WE Learning Outcomes

LO1: Describe meaningful connections with Wayne State peers, faculty, staff, and campus resources. [red bold]

LO2: Demonstrate foundational skills necessary for undergraduate-level academic and personal achievement at Wayne State University. [blue italic]

LO3: Relate the value of attending WSU to the student’s own academic and personal pursuits. [green underlined]

LO4: DEVELOP SELF-ADVOCACY TO OPTIMIZE THE USE OF CAMPUS RESOURCES AND ACADEMIC OPPORTUNITIES. [PURPLE SMALL CAPS]

Sample Assignment

Final ePortfolio: (25% of grade)

For this assignment, you are asked to think critically about your first semester at college and express this through a collection of short responses and artifacts. This portfolio is to be technology- based, presented using ePortfolio. In order to create an ePortfolio, go to Canvas, click on settings, click on ePortfolio, and create a new portfolio.

Your portfolio should be very clearly organized and should be easy for your instructor to review. Your writing should showcase your ability to produce quality first-year student work. Your reflection paragraphs and utilization of technology should demonstrate that a high level of thought and time was put into creating your portfolio.

Final Portfolio Requirements:
· Introduction Page (10 points)
· Goal Setting and Achievement (30 points)
· Academic Success Story (30 Points)
· Campus and Community Connection (30 points) 
· WE Reflection (10 points)
· Portfolio artifacts, mechanics, and organization (30 points)

Introduction Page
Review your reflection from Week 2. Address the following:
a. Personal Statement
· Describe the path that led you to Wayne State and your expectations for your college experience.
· Why are you in college?
· What are your hopes for after graduation from Wayne State?
b. Include a photo, video, or artwork that relates to your personal statement


Goal Setting and Achievement:
Review your goals that you set in Week 6.
a. Please reflect on two of these goals (academic, financial literacy, wellness, career development, etc.) you set this semester. Are these goals still valuable to you? Why or why not? If not, what are your new goals?
b. How will your reason(s) for being in college motivate you to accomplish your goals?
c. EXPLAIN ONE CHALLENGE YOU HAD THIS SEMESTER AND HOW YOU USED YOUR STRENGTHS TO OVERCOME IT.

Academic Success Story:
a. Choose a piece of work from any class you took this semester of which you are most proud and attach it to this page.
b. How does this assignment demonstrate evidence of your learning?
c. Why are you most proud of this work? Why was it a meaningful learning experience for you?
d. Include the full assignment as a photo, video, document, pdf, or URL link

Campus Connection
a. Identify a campus connection with a faculty or staff member that had an impact on you this semester.
· How does this connection make you feel a part of the Wayne State community?
· How will this connection enhance your college experience?
b. 	Reflection on your campus connection this semester (student services, events, student organizations) and answer the below questions.
· During this semester, how connected did you feel to Wayne State’s campus community?
· How did the remote environment impact your ability to connect with campus?
· HOW DID YOU OVERCOME ANY CHALLENGES CONNECTING WITH CAMPUS THIS SEMESTER AND WHAT DO YOU WANT TO DO MOVING FORWARD TO CREATE MORE CONNECTIONS?
c. Include a screenshot, video, email, etc. that represents one of these connections.

Sample Introductions

Student #1: The path that led me to Wayne State was the prior experience through my own family and how close it was to my home. My mom and uncle both went to Wayne State for their undergraduate degrees and I was able to talk with them about their experiences and they both expressed how enriching it was for their education and growth as human being throughout their four years. It expanded not only upon their academic knowledge but also their moral standards and values. This played a role in leading me to Wayne State, my personal family connection. My expectations for college are that I'll be challenged not only through my academics but as a person as well. The experiences will shape me and there are somethings that can't be taught, that jobs and managers look for in their employees, such as kindness, sympathy, and an understanding of different viewpoints. My hope is that I'll be looking at the world in a different way after college and I'll appreciate everything there is and understand why individuals are the way they are.	Comment by Author: LO 3, high: Evaluates the student’s own use of WSU-specific opportunities to achieve their 
academic and personal pursuits

I am in college to expand my education and opportunities as a human being. Also for me, I never really thought of going a different path other than college. The world we live in today is so complex and competitive, so it's especially important to have a diverse education where I am able to connect with so many amazing students and professors who want me to succeed and have growth.

My hope for after graduation from Wayne State is that I will understand my values better and obtain a job that not only pays well but I also truly enjoy. Understanding oneself is the key to being happy and college is the place where we'll learn most about ourselves. I will make mistakes, I will fail, I'll learn and then I will do better. It'll be an opportunity each and every day to grow as an individual. I'm also hoping to have a better understanding of others after graduation. College is also the time to expand out of the comfort zones we all put ourselves in. I want to open myself up more because it'll allow me to understand more people in the real world and different types of perspectives.

Student #2: I am a freshman majoring in Computer Science. I am determined to work hard and maintain my GPA throughout the four years of college. I wanted to get the best education in the field that I major in so after researching the best colleges for a Computer Science major, I found that Wayne State is affordable and also ranked as one of the best schools for Computer Science. Besides, Wayne State is also known for having excellent professors and faculty. These are the main reasons why I chose Wayne State over many other schools that I had applied for.	Comment by Author: LO 3, high: Evaluates the student’s own use of WSU-specific opportunities to achieve their 
academic and personal pursuits


Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, I missed out on the greatest opportunity of building meaningful relationships with students and faculty on campus. Besides gaining the best education and experience in the field I major in, my greatest expectation for my college experience is to engage in the WSU community and build many relationships with people I meet. I want to enjoy and create memories with the people with whom I spend on the WSU campus. In addition to my academic growth, I want to focus on my personal and professional growth as well. This is what I want to get out of my college experience. Until now, after graduating from Wayne State, my hopes were to work as an intern in an established company and gain experience in this field after which I had plans to work as a software developer. Eventually, my goal was to work as a project manager. But now I am rethinking and doubting myself as to whether I really want to continue with my Computer Science major. So in the future,  I do not know if I will be continuing with my Computer Science major or work on something else!

Student #3: I moved to Michigan before my senior year. I attended Lumen Christi High School in Jackson Michigan for my final year of high school. While I was there I played offensive and defensive line for the varsity football team. My athletic abilities are what gave me the opportunity to play Football at the collegiate level. After a year of tough decisions and college visits, I decided to take my academic and athletic abilities to Wayne State University. It was not an easy decision, among Wayne state were other schools such as ; Northern Michigan, Lawrence Tech, Concordia, and a couple D3 colleges. had I chosen to not pursue a college football career I could have gone to Eastern Michigan, University Of Michigan, or Miami university Ohio. Wayne State offered to pay for my schooling completely, and it was an offer I could not turn down. I am in college because I know that college is a very important step in what I hope to achieve. MY goal after completing college is to attend the medical school at Wayne state and continue to study and become a Plastic surgeon.	Comment by Author: LO 3, moderate: Explains the value of attending WSU as it relates to the student’s own academic and personal pursuits.

Sample Goal Setting and Achievement Sections

Student #1: One of the academic goals that I had set myself this semester was to enhance my time management skills by starting to work on my daily assignments earlier in the week. This goal is still valuable to me as it would benefit me to have excellent time management skills throughout my time in college. This skill helps me become more productive, focused, and determined. Also, proper time management helps in having a balance between my social and academic life. It is my first priority as a college student to maintain my GPA, do academically well, and also gain proper knowledge in the field of Computer Science. This is one of the main reasons why I am in college and without proper time management, I would not be able to complete my assignments on time and I would end up procrastinating. If I do not give time and effort into the work I do and if I end up simply finishing the assignments instead of actually understanding what I am doing, I would not be well educated in the field of study.	Comment by Author: LO 2, high: Evaluates the effectiveness of their own use of foundational skills for academic and personal pursuits	Comment by Author: LO 3, high: Evaluates the student’s own use of WSU-specific opportunities to achieve their 
academic and personal pursuits


One of the wellness goals that I had set was to not eat food one hour before going to bed for one month. This goal is still valuable to me because eating food before going to bed is very unhealthy and can negatively impact my health. I had gained some weight in the past summer break and the main reason for it was my unhealthy eating habits. However, setting this goal to control my eating habits has had a positive impact on my overall health and fitness. In additon to it, being healthy has a positive correlation with good mental health and academic well-being. So I know that this goal would benefit me in the long run. If I do not stay healthy, it can have an adverse effect on my academics. Therefore, I will continue practicing healthy eating habits and I would avoid eating food one hour before going to bed in the future.	Comment by Author: LO 2, high: Evaluates the effectiveness of their own use of foundational skills for academic and personal pursuits

ONE OF THE CHALLENGES THAT I HAD THIS SEMESTER WAS A GROUP PROJECT FOR MY AMERICAN HISTORY CLASS. NONE OF MY GROUP MEMBERS SHOWED INTEREST IN EVEN STARTING THE GROUP PROJECT. SO I HAD TO TAKE THE LEADERSHIP ROLE IN CHOOSING THE TOPIC AND MAKING THE GROUP MEMBERS DO THE WORK. I HAD TO ASSIGN SPECIFIC TASKS TO EACH OF THE STUDENTS IN MY GROUP AND MAKE THEM DO THE WORK.	Comment by Author: LO 4, high: Evaluates the effectiveness of 
their own approach to self-advocacy.
FORTUNATELY, WE GOT OUR PROJECT EARLY ON TIME AND WAS ABLE TO SUBMIT IT.

Student #2: Two goals are spending no more than two hours on homework on Sundays every week for one semester and Interacting with at least one-two friends via text or phone call for at least 30 mins each week for one month	Comment by Author: LO 2, high: Evaluates the effectiveness of their own use of foundational skills for academic and personal pursuits

1) The two goals listed above are still extremely valuable to me. This is because they assist with creating balance in my life. The one about minimal homework on Sundays is especially important because it's an opportunity to connect with family after a long week. Now if there's something due the next day I can't wait, but if there are no pressing matters to take care of it allows me to recharge instead of always running on full energy twenty-four-seven which isn't healthy for my self-care. The other goal about talking with friends is especially important during these times and the current world we live in. It allows me to stay connected in my social-network and express what's going on in each other's lives at the moment. It reminds me that there are always people with us and willing to talk no matter what we're going through.

2) My reasons for being in college will motivate me to accomplish these goals because it will show responsibility and dedication. For example, the reason I'm trying to minimize the amount of homework on Sundays is that I work very hard every other day during the week. If I did nothing every single day then there wouldn't be a point in basically taking Sunday off. The other goal reminds me that with hard work comes rewards. The reason I want to have a balance is to not lose sight of what's important. The goal of talking with friends for 30 mins every week allows me to reconnect while also sharing about my studies. It's an opportunity to blend education and friendship with the people you care about the most.	Comment by Author: LO 3, high: Evaluates the student’s own use of WSU-specific opportunities to achieve their 
academic and personal pursuits


3) ONE CHALLENGE I HAD THIS SEMESTER WAS A MASSIVE RESEARCH PROJECT IN MY ENGLISH 3010 COURSE. IT WAS A 15-17 PAGE PAPER AND IT SCARED ME AT THE BEGINNING. HOWEVER, I TOOK A BREATHE AND SAID TO MYSELF "YOU CAN DO THIS". NOW HERE WE ARE AT THE END OF THE SEMESTER AND THE HARDEST PART OF THIS PAPER IS BEHIND ME. I JUST TOOK MY TIME AND DID EVERYTHING IN STEPS INSTEAD OF WAITING UNTIL THE LAST SECOND TO DO IT. THIS DEMONSTRATES MY TIME-MANAGEMENT SKILLS AND HOW MUCH I CARE ABOUT MY WORK. IT ALSO CHALLENGED ME TO SOMETHING THAT SCARED ME A LOT, BUT I WAS ABLE TO OVERCOME IT AND IT FEELS REALLY GOOD WHEN YOU'RE ABLE TO PUSH THROUGH SOMETHING.	Comment by Author: LO 4, high: Evaluates the effectiveness of 
their own approach to self-advocacy.

Student #3: I want to Get my BIO 1510 grade up to a 75 so that I can pass the class and not have to take it later in college when I am taking even harder classes. This is still valuable because I need to pass this class for my major. By my 2nd year I will be a starter on the football team. This goal is very important to me and has been my whole life. I want to be as successful as possible in football because it is a huge part of my life.	Comment by Author: LO 2, moderate: Explains how the skills and 
habits necessary for undergraduate-level success can be applied to their own academic and personal pursuits

These goals will motivate me to stay in college because in order for me to be able to enjoy my life in the future, there are more difficult things i must push through now.	Comment by Author: LO 3, moderate: Explains the value of attending WSU as it relates to the student’s own academic and personal pursuits.

PERSONALLY THE BIGGEST CHALLENGE FOR ME WAS TURNING IN ALL MY ASSIGNMENTS ON TIME. NOT BEING IN PERSON IT WAS HARD FOR ME TO REMEMBER TO TURN STUFF IN SO WHAT I DID WAS WHENEVER I HAD SOMETHING DUE, I WOULD WRITE IT ON A STICKY NOTE AND PUT IT ON MY WALL SO I WOULD ALWAYS SEE IT.	Comment by Author: LO 4, low: Identifies the various types of campus resources, services, and opportunities available at WSU.

Sample Academic Success Stories

Student #1: The assignment that I have attached on this page is a group project (PowerPoint presentation) that I did for my American History class. This assignment contains carefully researched information on our topic of the Michigan government's role in the Flint Water Crisis. All the information that I have presented in this PowerPoint presentation is paraphrased and written after having a great understanding of the topic. I am most proud of this work because I can confidently say that I have put immense effort into creating this piece. I was very satisfied and happy with the final outcome of this project. It is very rare for me to get enthused by an assignment. But I was able to see joy in my face after completing this presentation. Certainly, this project was a meaningful learning experience for me. I had to overcome many challenges while working on this project. The group members whom I worked with were not supportive and cooperative in the beginning of the project. So I had to step in and lead the group in completing this project. This was one of the challenges I faced this semester as I played a role more than that of a group member. So in a way, I can say that my leadership skills that I thought I never possessed was revealed through this project. I am very glad that I had to face those challenges as it helped me realize that I am capable of doing many things. So I would say, besides gaining knowledge on the subject of the presentation, I was able to uncover my hidden talents and skills through this project.	Comment by Author: LO 2, high: Evaluates the effectiveness of their own use of foundational skills for academic and personal pursuits

Student #2: My proudest piece of work from this semester is the Polish cuisine YouTube video I made for my Survey of Polish Culture class. I am proud of this piece because I went above and beyond to make this video. I spent much more time on it than was required of me, and for that I received my reward. My teacher personally addressed me in front of the whole class and applauded my work. She claimed that it was exceptionally done and that it looked professional. I had also shared the video with my friends and peers, from whom I received positive feedback as well. I was proud that I took an assignment, which could have otherwise been ordinary, and made it worth remembering. This video became the first YouTube video I ever made.	Comment by Author: LO 2, high: Evaluates the effectiveness of their own use of foundational skills for academic and personal pursuits

This assignment immersed me into Polish culture first-hand. By cooking and tasting Polish cuisine, I experienced the same things Polish people experience and felt much more connected to the class. I think I achieved the fundamental goal of the class, which was to give students a taste of the polish way of life. Besides that, I also learned to make YouTube videos. This assignment was the first YouTube video that I have ever made, and I am proud of the quality of my first video. I learned how to record videos, edit them and narrate them. I learned to merge multiple clips into one cohesive video. I learned to add filters and the right choice of music to achieve the mood I wanted the audience to experience.

Overall, this project was a valuable learning experience for me. I learned to take ordinary activities and make them extraordinary. If I had done the assignment with the same mentality as I do my other assignments, which is to “get it over with”, I would not have sparked my creative side. While making the video was much more time consuming than the other choices I was provided, I did not feel burdened in the slightest because I was enjoying the process. The key takeaway from this assignment for me was that any activity that feels like a burden can be made fun. Fun activities are always easier to get started on, which also adds on to the benefits of making my assignments more enjoyable using my creativity. I learned many lessons from the creation of a single video, and for that I am content.

Student #3: I am most proud of my engineering mid-term exam. I got a 78, I was a nervous wreck going into the exam, I had no confidence that i would pass. I am so proud of this assignment because it helped me gain the confidence I needed to succeed in the class. It taught me to trust what I know and what I have learned.	Comment by Author: LO 2, moderate: Explains how the skills and 
habits necessary for undergraduate-level success can be applied to their own academic and personal pursuits

Sample Campus Connection Sections

Student #1: The faculty that has had an impact on me this semester is Kevin Deegan-Krause. Emailing back and forth with KDK has helped me learn about opportunities on campus, feel connected to my honors college and HON 1000 class, and feel the warrior pride that people talk about. Knowing there's someone whos fighting for me and my educations best interests makes me feel like part of the Wayne State Family. This connection will motivate me to keep on the honors tract, push me to learn, and possibly help me get an on campus job doing something I care about!	Comment by Author: LO 1, high: Analyzes the significance of  meaningful relationships in relation to the broader ideals of belonging, connectedness, 
and personal purpose.

Overall, I've felt relatively connected to the WSU community. Being on campus and emailing with my professors have been the two things that allowed me to feel like I belong here and I'm really grateful for those opportunities. The remote learning has definitely affected my ability to learn the layout of campus and the education buildings which is upsetting sometimes. It's also been hard to make friends in my classes which online classes as their isn't an easy way to talk and connect on zoom. Moving forward I want to focus on the friends I've made in Formula SAE, the ESports Team, and in the dorm. I'm so thankful for those connections and I need to remember that even though online school isn't ideal, it doesn't have to be a total wash. I'VE OVERCOME THE CHALLENGES OF CONNECTING WITH CAMPUS THIS SEMESTER BY GOING ON WALKS AND EXPLORING CAMPUS ON MY OWN AND WITH MY ROOMMATES. DURING THE SCAVENGER HUNT, ELLEN AND I WALKED ALL AROUND THE ENGINEERING BUILDING AND VISITED ALL THE SPOTS ON CAMPUS WE WOULD NORMALLY BE VISITING EVERY DAY. THIS HELPED ME FEEL LIKE I WAS A PART OF THIS SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY EVEN IF I'M NOT VISITING THESE PLACES EVERY DAY.	Comment by Author: LO 4, high: Evaluates the effectiveness of 
their own approach to self-advocacy.

Student #2: One of the staff members who had an impact on me this semester is my professor for the Basic Engineering 1060 class. I communicate with professor Elizabeth a lot via emails. With just communication through emails, I feel very connected to the professor. I am very comfortable and open to this professor and this connection gives me a sense of belonging to the Wayne State community. This connection would enhance my college experience because now I am very confident that whenever I face a problem at WSU, I can reach out to the WSU community and not feel isolated.	Comment by Author: LO 1, high: Analyzes the significance of  meaningful relationships in relation to the broader ideals of belonging, connectedness, 
and personal purpose.


I joined the Campus Activities Team (CAT) student organization this semester. Besides being a member of the organization, I am also part of the marketing committee. I truly enjoy being involved in the activities organized by our team. ONE OF THE MAIN REASONS WHY I JOINED THIS ORGANIZATION WAS TO ESCAPE THE EXTREME LONELINESS THAT I EXPERIENCED FOR THE PAST FEW MONTHS. I WAS FRUSTRATED, EXHAUSTED, AND FELT VERY LONELY THAT I REALLY NEEDED TO MEET PEOPLE AND TALK TO THEM. SINCE I AM AN INTROVERT, IT WAS QUITE A CHALLENGE TO ATTEND THE FIRST GENERAL BODY MEETING AND BE INVOLVED IN THE TEAM. HOWEVER, I FORCED MYSELF TO TAKE AN ACTIVE ROLE IN CONNECTING WITH THE COMMITTEE. SO EVEN THOUGH THE REMOTE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT IMPACTED MY ABILITY TO CONNECT WITH PEOPLE, I OVERCAME THE CHALLENGE BY TALKING MORE IN THE COMMITTEE MEETINGS AND BY VOLUNTEERING IN MORE OF THE ACTIVITIES.	Comment by Author: LO 1, high: Analyzes the significance of  meaningful relationships in relation to the broader ideals of belonging, connectedness, 
and personal purpose.	Comment by Author: LO 4, high: Evaluates the effectiveness of 
their own approach to self-advocacy.

I WANT TO MAKE THE BEST OUT OF MY COLLEGE EXPERIENCES. SINCE I DO NOT LIVE IN A DORM, IT IS GOING TO BE CHALLENGING FOR ME TO MAKE CONNECTIONS WITH THE COMMUNITY AFTER WE RESUME BACK TO IN- PERSON LEARNING. HOWEVER, MOVING FORWARD, I WILL TRY TO TALK TO MORE PEOPLE AND BUILD RELATIONSHIPS WITH MY PEERS. I WILL ALSO JOIN MORE CLUBS AND STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS TO CREATE MORE CONNECTIONS.	Comment by Author: LO 4, high: Evaluates the effectiveness of 
their own approach to self-advocacy.

Student #3: There are many wonderful staff members I met at Wayne State this year. One of the faculty I had a connection with is my computer science academic advisor. This connection makes me feel like I am a part of Wayne State's community because she guides me a lot and makes me feel welcome at Wayne. Usually, I am very hesitant about asking questions because I don't want to bother anyone. I have been like this since middle school, but now that I am in college, I realized how many questions I will probably need to ask in order to succeed. With my advisor, I never have to hesitate before asking a question because she is always welcomed to more questions. Before the year started, I bombarded her with questions, and she took the time to answer all of them, for which I am very thankful. By having the chance to ask so many questions, I also get to enhance my college experience. I always receive feedback on what classes I should take and any other general questions I might ask. Hopefully, I'll connect with more faculty as I continue my college journey.	Comment by Author: LO 1, high: Analyzes the significance of  meaningful relationships in relation to the broader ideals of belonging, connectedness, 
and personal purpose.


This semester, I did feel quite connected to Wayne State's campus community. I joined 2 student organizations, so I met new people, which is always fun. The remote environment did make it more difficult to connect with others, sadly. Everything is online, so I don't always get to learn more about the people I meet, which is unfortunate. I also feel like I am not exposed to the campus community as much as I would be if we were actually on campus. My friends and I had actually planned before the school year started, about the different places we would go to on campus and the food we would try out and the studying we would do together. Even though we couldn't live up to our college expectations this year, hopefully next fall is different. ONE OF THE BIGGEST CHALLENGES WAS REACHING OUT TO PEOPLE IN THE STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS I JOINED. I WAS NERVOUS IF THEY MIGHT NOT ANSWER OR MAYBE SOMETHING WOULD GO WRONG. THIS MADE ME JOIN THE ORGANIZATIONS KIND OF LATE INTO THE SEMESTER. NEXT YEAR, WHEN I JOIN MORE ORGANIZATIONS, I WILL TRY NOT TO HESITATE. HESITATION LEADS TO REGRETS, WHICH I WANT TO AVOID AT ALL COSTS. IT'S SO IMPORTANT TO TRY TO STAY INVOLVED DURING A WEIRD YEAR LIKE THIS. TO BE HONEST, I THINK I HAVE BECOME A MORE BOLD PERSON THAN I WAS BEFORE BECAUSE OF COLLEGE. OF COURSE, I AM STILL VERY SHY AND HESITANT TO DO THINGS, BUT COMPARED TO THE PAST, I THINK I HAVE DEVELOPED MY SOCIALIZING SKILLS MORE, WITH PART OF IT BEING DUE TO THE WANT OF STAYING CONNECTED IN QUARANTINE	Comment by Author: LO 1, high: Analyzes the significance of  meaningful relationships in relation to the broader ideals of belonging, connectedness, 
and personal purpose.
	Comment by Author: LO 4, high: Evaluates the effectiveness of 
their own approach to self-advocacy.

Student #4: An important person for me this semester was my athletic advisor Dr. S. She was the biggest factor in my ability to succeed this semester. she made sure I was on top of my schooling. This connection shows me that Wayne State cares about their students. They could have easily left me on my own and let me struggle, but they didn't. A CAMPUS SERVICE THAT REALLY HELPED ME WAS THE STUDENT CENTER. IT WAS A GREAT PLACE FOR ME TO GO AND STUDY WHEN I NEEDED PRIVATE TIME TO FOCUS ON MY WORK. THIS ENHANCED MY COLLEGE EXPERIENCE BY ALLOWING ME TO FOCUS ON MY WORK.	Comment by Author: LO 1, low: Identifies connections with WSU peers, faculty, staff, and/or campus resources.	Comment by Author: LO 4, low: Identifies the various types of campus resources, services, and opportunities available at WSU.
