DEI Learning Outcomes

LO1: Compare complex categories of social group memberships as they relate to our local and national contexts, democratic traditions, and contemporary struggles. [red bold]

LO2: Recognize the relationship between contemporary diversity-related issues and U.S. history, institutions, practices, and policies [green italic]

LO3: Examine the roots of cultural values and prejudices and how they influence behavior [blue underlined]

LO4: IDENTIFY THE ETHICAL AND MORAL ISSUES PRESENT IN COMPLEX DOMESTIC (U.S.) SITUATIONS AND ARTICULATE INFORMED RESPONSES TO AMBIGUITY AND DISAGREEMENT  [PURPLE SMALL CAPS]

LO5: Demonstrate understanding of the key issues of the course by analyzing, proposing, or engaging in strategies that promote equity at the local or national level [yellow highlighter]


Sample Assignment: Discussion Board Prompts and Posts

Prompt #1: In "Why Don't Dystopias Know How to Talk About Race?" Angelica Jade Bastién argues that dystopian fictions largely ignore the place of race within their narratives. What are the problems of doing this? How do you see this manifesting in representations of dystopias you are familiar with? How can we push back against this?

Student Response #1: Being born and raised in the 60's, I can recall many things that were told to me in my youth. One specific thing that comes to mind was what you should and should not say in conversations. The subjects which were taboo to bring up were Religion, Sex and Politics. Though, I myself after becoming a young adult felt Race should have been added. For it held an unspoken taboo in itself. Discussions of the subject seemed to make people uncomfortable. So, I can understand why dystopias shy from addressing the subject. In America the subject of Racism has been a thorn in our history's side for far too long. Moreover addressing it in conversations, stories, books and movies tends to put a spotlight on a much uncomfortable subject matter. In the article, " Why Don't Dystopias Know How to Talk About Race?", it's stated that dystopias are a genre that's meant to illuminate and critique current societal problems by configuring them in an exaggerated, but somewhat plausible context. Yet in America, as in all things marketability is a driving force. Most Americans, heck most people read books and go to movies for a form of escape and entertainment. Bringing light to issues we already know as problematic isn't entertaining nor escaping. Sci-Fi novelist Aya Dawn states, "that the current crop of dystopias aim to create an escapism and not honesty. Whereas Daniel Jose Older sees the inhibition of including racism as a lack of creativity and imagination. Citing that the lasting power of racism being magically solved  as a failure of truth and a missed opportunity for a more deeper world. In many of the Dystopias that I'm familiar with, Logan's Run, Hunger Games and The Handmaids' Tale to name a few they fail to address to subject of racism to focus one a more universal issue. Ones such as the longing for eternal youth, our basic needs (ie. food) and reproduction, issues which we all can relate to and that don't invoke a militant undertone or cause for discomfort. Even though the article says that dystopias should invoke discomfort and entertain us and draw to question our roles in the issues they bring to the forefront. To me, I presume the issue of racism isn't an issue in the future as depicted in those stories because with the constant evolving of society and it's views and all and the mixing of the races and the blending of the family dynamics. There will no longer be a set and clear defining line between us anymore and there will only be the human race. 	Comment by Author: LO 3, no evidence: Shows little to no evidence of knowledge about the diverse cultural values and prejudices under study. 
	Comment by Author: LO 5, low: Describes a specific equity issue, its affected groups, and contributing factors. 
Student Response #2: In Bastién's article "Why Don't Dystopias Know How to Talk About Race?" she critiques dystopian literature's lack of recognization for race. She continues to emphasize the somewhat ironic idea of how Dystopian literature, in addition to its peers, film and television, speak of a social digression and future dystopias, while completely disregarding race in what those "dystopias". 	Comment by Author: LO 3, moderate: Relates the roots of cultural values and prejudices to the behavior of social groups and institutions. 

Bastién includes a discussion with the television producer who created Twilight Zone, Rod Serling. Although the series aired in the late 1950's, Serling did not back to inadequacy of industry for the time, “Television, like its big sister, the motion picture, has been guilty of the sin of omission … Hungry for talent, desperate for the so-called ‘new face,’ constantly searching for a transfusion of new blood, it has overlooked a source of wondrous talent that resides under its nose.” I believe if Dystopian Fictitious literature continues to be not inclusive of other races, or cultures it will continue to be an issue when they become screenplays.
An example within the article is when Jen Yamato points out that in the novel, Ghost in a Shell, the asian characters are left to feel like props  in the overall theme of the book, in addition to the aesthetics of the culture being used as a prop. I believe that the forementioned issues of not casting POC and or writing respectfully of other cultures will be the demise of the genre. I very must enjoyed Alexandra Alter's "How Feminist Dystopian Fiction Is Channeling Women's Anger and Anxiety" for giving recommendations such as: Maggie Shen King's "Excess Male", in addition to, Bina Shah's' "Before She Sleeps".


Prompt #2: ACCORDING TO ALEXANDRA ALTER IN "HOW FEMINIST DYSTOPIAN FICTION IS CHANNELING WOMEN'S ANGER AND ANXIETY," "ONE OF THE THINGS ABOUT LOOKING AT THE WORLD THROUGH A FEMINIST LENS IS THAT WE ARE ALREADY IN A DYSTOPIA." DO YOU AGREE OR DISAGREE WITH HER ASSESSMENT? HOW DO YOU SEE THIS QUOTATION MANIFESTING ITSELF IN OUR CURRENT CLIMATE?

Student Response #1: I'm going to start off by saying I don't completely agree nor disagree with Alter's statement in her article. I don't think we're exactly in a dystopia at this very moment, but we are most certainly heading into that direction. Women's rights, which have been fought for for years and are still being fought for, are at stake of being lost again. A women's right to her own body could very well be taken away from her if the wrong people are put into positions of power, even though it seems like we just got this right to our own body. Women are not being paid the same as men, as if they are somehow less significant and/or useful than men. There are certainly movements and plenty of people who want to and are fighting for women's rights, but these old-fashioned ideals and the patriarchy are still standing and trying to spread these toxic notions. WE AREN'T IN THE WORLD OF THE HANDMAID'S TALE (THANK GOODNESS), BUT SOMETHING SIMILAR IS UNFORTUNATELY A VERY POSSIBLE FUTURE IF WOMEN'S RIGHTS CONTINUED TO BE QUESTIONED AND TAKEN AWAY FROM US. THE FACT THAT ROE V. WADE COULD BE OVERTURNED IS TERRIFYING. THE FACT THAT WE HAVE TO HAVE WOMEN'S MARCHES TO TRY AND GET OUR POINT ACROSS IS EQUALLY AS TERRIFYING. IT FEELS LIKE OUR OWN GOVERNMENT, WHICH WAS PUT IN PLACE TO SERVE AND PROTECT US, IS DOING EVERYTHING IT CAN TO WORK AGAINST US. I DO HAVE FAITH THAT WE CAN FIGHT AGAINST THESE DAUNTING THREATS TO OUR RIGHTS AND LIVES, BUT IT IS A HAUNTING THOUGHT THAT THERE IS MOST CERTAINLY A POSSIBILITY WE COULD FIND OURSELVES IN THE WORLD OF A NIGHTMARISH DYSTOPIAN NOVEL SOMEWHERE IN THE FUTURE IF OUR LIVES ARE PUT INTO THE WRONG HANDS.	Comment by Author: LO 2, moderate: Relates contemporary diversity issues to U.S. history, institutions, practices, or policies.	Comment by Author: LO 4, moderate: Relates ethical and/or moral perspectives/concepts to equity issues. 

Student Response #2: How many of you have ever been on a dating app and unprompted, a man sends you an inappropriate, disgusting pick-up line? Way more frequently than you would want I am guessing. The most unsettling part about it is that the man actually thinks you would appreciate that. In at least my observations and experiences, men feel some sort of entitlement in what they can say and do to women with no consequence.  With that being said, I wholeheartedly agree with Alexandra Alter in her assessment that we are already in a dystopia. LOOKING AT THIS FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF THE METOO MOVEMENT, THE ABORTION ARGUMENT, AND THE VALUE PLACED ON A WOMAN'S FERTILITY THIS BECOMES CLEAR. THINKING ABOUT ERIKA'S DESCRIPTION OF DYSTOPIA IN THE WEEK ONE VIDEO, WE DO NOT NECESSARILY LIVE IN A WASTELAND LIKE ONE IN WHICH MOST DYSTOPIAS TAKE PLACE, HOWEVER WE DO HAVE A BIG INJUSTICE THAT LEADS TO SUFFERING AND A TEARING AWAY OF HUMANITY.	Comment by Author: LO 4, low: Identifies ethical and/or moral perspectives/concepts related to equity as represented in a domestic (U.S.) situation. 

From the perspective of the MeToo movement, women are treated like objects. Since we will be discussing such topics all semester, I want to share that I am a victim of sexual assault. Sadly, this is a reality for countless women around the world. However, RAPE CULTURE IS SO PREVALENT IN OUR WORLD THAT MOST PERPETRATORS ARE NEVER HELD ACCOUNTABLE. AS MENTIONED IN ALTER'S ARTICLE, WE EVEN HAVE A SUPREME COURT JUSTICE WHO WAS ACCUSED OF SEXUAL ASSAULT AND THE REPUBLICAN SENATE CHOSE TO OVERLOOK THESE ALLEGATIONS AND PUT HIM IN POWER ANYWAYS. LOOK AT ANOTHER FAMOUS EXAMPLE, BROCK TURNER, WHO WAS FOUND GUILTY AND WAS GIVEN ONLY THREE MONTHS IN PRISON BECAUSE THE JUDGE WAS LOOKING OUT FOR HIS FUTURE, WHILE HIS VICTIM WAS PUBLICLY SHAMED FOR BEING DRUNK. CONSENT IS SO OFTEN OVERLOOKED OR IGNORED. THIS IS BY NO MEANS ONLY AN ISSUE FOR WOMEN, AS MEN ALSO EXPERIENCE THIS, BUT WOMEN'S BODIES PARTICULARLY ARE TREATED AS OBJECTS. WOMEN HAVE TO IGNORE HARASSMENT THAT THEY FACE DAILY DUE TO THE FEAR OF REPERCUSSIONS OR JUDGEMENT. IN AN EQUAL SOCIETY, WOMEN COULD AIR THEIR GRIEVANCES AND BE TREATED AS REAL HUMAN BEINGS and I'm sure that every girl in this class can say that at some point in their life they have felt like an object, rather than a person. 	Comment by Author: LO 4, high: Analyzes/evaluates evidence to support an informed response to the application of ethical and/or moral perspectives/concepts to equity issues. 

SPEAKING SPECIFICALLY ABOUT THE UNITED STATES, A WOMAN'S RIGHT TO CHOICE IS SLOWLY BEING TAKEN AWAY. WITH OUT NEWEST SUPREME COURT JUSTICE, IT IS ALMOST A GUARANTEE THAT ROE V. WADE WILL BE OVERTURNED IN THE NEAR FUTURE. THIS IS FUNDAMENTALLY DYSTOPIAN. REGARDLESS OF ONE'S PERSONAL BELIEFS REGARDING ABORTION, THERE IS A CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT THAT WOMEN ARE ALLOWED TO HAVE ACCESS TO SAFE ABORTION. TAKING AWAY THIS RIGHT WILL NOT STOP ABORTIONS, IT WILL ONLY INCREASE THE NUMBER OF UNSAFE ABORTIONS. THIS IS ONCE AGAIN IGNORING THE HUMANITY IN A WOMAN AND SEEING HER AS SIMPLY A "BABY CARRIER" INSTEAD. SIMILARLY, TAKING AWAY THE ACCESS TO ANY FORM OF CONTRACEPTION IS INHERENTLY HARMFUL TO WOMEN. THERE ARE ANY NUMBER OF REASONS A WOMAN MAY CHOOSE TO USE A CONTRACEPTIVE AND TAKING AWAY THIS RIGHT WOULD ONLY ENDANGER AND HARM WOMEN. HOWEVER, IT APPEARS THAT MORE CONSERVATIVE LEANING PEOPLE CARE MORE ABOUT THE ACTUAL PRINCIPLE THAN THE WOMEN THEY WOULD BE HARMING. LOOKING AT THE FERTILITY ASPECT OF THIS, BY BANNING IN VITRO FERTILIZATION, AS MENTIONED IN THE ARTICLE, IT IS TELLING A WOMAN THAT SHE IS WORTHLESS IF SHE CANNOT NATURALLY MAKE A BABY. INFERTILITY IS AN ISSUE THAT MANY COUPLES GO THROUGH AND NO MATTER WHAT AVENUE THROUGH WHICH THEY CHOOSE TO CONCEIVE, IT MAKES THAT WOMAN NO LESS OF A MOTHER. BANNING PREGNANCY WITHOUT NATURAL CONCEPTION TAKES AWAY A WOMAN'S HUMANITY BECAUSE IT TAKES AWAY HER ABILITY TO CHOOSE. IF A WOMAN WHO SUFFERS FROM INFERTILITY WANTS TO HAVE A BABY, SHE SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO. HOWEVER, IN OTHER COUNTRIES AND POTENTIALLY SOON IN THE UNITED STATES, THIS IS BANNED. MAKING THAT DECISION WOULD ONLY FURTHER OUR SLIPPERY SLOPE INTO DYSTOPIA. 	Comment by Author: LO 4, moderate: Relates ethical and/or moral perspectives/concepts to equity issues. 



Prompt #3: Discuss the function of disability in the text. Why are disabled people not more prevalent in dystopian fiction? You may want to draw parallels between this text and Parable of the Sower. 
Student Response #1:  Firstly, just like Parable of the Sower, I was unsure about Station Eleven, but as I delve deeper and deeper into this novel, I find myself even more entranced by it. It's such a phenomenal read, and, like Parable of the Sower, I've purchased this book from the bookstore. I'm so happy I've been introduced to some astonishing texts this semester!
As for the function of disability in Station Eleven and just dystopian fiction as a whole, I never really thought about how it rarely makes an appearance until I watched this week's video. Fortunately, I am an able-bodied person, and I don't take this privilege lightly. I find it easy for myself to forget how difficult easy tasks may be for some people, and it was very eye-opening to listen to the discussion of disability within the weekly video and to further think about its role (or lack thereof) in dystopian fiction. It was very refreshing to see two disabled people within Station Eleven -- Frank and Lily (the girl seeking antidepressants at the airport). Both of these people die -- Frank from suicide and Lily presumably dies, as she disappears and is never seen again. I will admit, I didn't like that Mandel killed off both of these characters, but I think she did it for a very unfortunate and realistic reason: it would be very hard for a disabled person to survive within a world like the one displayed in Station Eleven. It is certainly not impossible for them to survive, but there are many additional things to take into consideration that an able-bodied person does not. They don't have to worry about whether or not they'll be able to navigate their wheelchair, and they don't have to be concerned about what will happen if they don't have medications that they have to take. Like I said, I am an able-bodied person, but I do have a very serious mental illness (anxiety) that I require medication for -- the same medication that Lily was taking, actually. As someone who has dealt with the withdrawal effects of missing one of my doses, I can confirm how awful it is; I can hardly function for the day after my missed dose because of how awful I feel. I do think I would be able to make it through the medication withdrawal if I was in a situation like the one presented in the novel, but it's hard to say if I would be able to function well enough without it to survive a post-apocalyptic world. Before I started taking my medication, it was hard to leave my bed most days and take care of myself; I had trouble showering and eating because my anxiety was controlling my life. I've never really thought about what would happen to me if suddenly our entire world collapsed and I no longer had easy access (or any access) to my medication. I would like to think that I wouldn't meet the same ending as Lily, but it's hard to say.	Comment by Author: LO 3, low: Identifies the roots of cultural values and prejudices. 
As for why disabled people aren't more prevalent in dystopian fiction, I think it's, unfortunately, because they are far less likely to survive than able-bodied people, which makes me incredibly upset. Thinking about how characters act in these novels and even how people act now, more often than not, they have a "take care of yourself and no one else" mindset, which isn't a completely bad thing, but it makes the chances of disabled people able to find someone to help them something very rare. Most people in these novels wouldn't take the extra time and effort it requires to care for someone with a disability. They wouldn't want to take the longer route that is more wheelchair accessible. They wouldn't want to take the time to search for someone's required medication rather than looking for food. There are certainly people in our world and, I believe, in this novel that would do this (in Station Eleven, people tried to help Lily search for some medication for her), but I think most people wouldn't want to. I would definitely be someone to try my best to help them, and I understand that it takes a lot of time and effort to be able to help them in the ways that they need.	Comment by Author: LO 3, moderate: Relates the roots of cultural values and prejudices to the behavior of social groups and institutions. 

Student Response 2) The function of disability in texts, all kinds, especially dystopian fiction is barely there. In dystopian fiction, everything is already "bad". One would assume that the "first to go" in a dystopian setting would be those who are disabled. Survival is key in dystopian fictions and its survival of the fittest in most cases, especially in Parable of the Sower and Station Eleven. It's kind of upsetting because it's like fiction is also telling disabled people "You have no place here." In today's environment, there is a lot more representation found in texts and media compared to 5 years ago however, there is still a ton of room for improvement. And then another thought I had, disability isn't present much in utopian fiction. One would think that in a "perfect" world, those who are disabled can be treated with the best care available, considering it boasts how perfect a society it is. However, this is not always the case. In some utopian fiction,  people with disabilities are not present because they don't have any "real" contribution to the society. This isn't to say that people with disabilities always suffer this same fate of not being present. There are some cases in which generous care is given to them, in a utopian society. Going back to people with disabilities in dystopia fiction, it's clear that they are not more prevalent because it comes down to resources. They'd rather save the resources for those who can benefit the whole instead of the whole sacrificing for the one. 	Comment by Author: LO 3, moderate: Relates the roots of cultural values and prejudices to the behavior of social groups and institutions. 
	Comment by Author: LO 3, moderate: Relates the roots of cultural values and prejudices to the behavior of social groups and institutions. 

Prompt #4: "Yet it is their tears and anger, the trying of their generosity and the acceptance of their helplessness, which are perhaps the true source of the splendor of their lives. Theirs is no vapid, irresponsible happiness. They know that they, like the child, are not free. They know compassion." Discuss this quotation at the end of "The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas." What does this mean within the context of the narrative? Is it possible to have a happy/good/just society at the expense of someone else? (You may want to think about and relate this to current movements, such as BLM and Me Too.)  

Student Response #1: Throughout the story we are repeatedly given descriptions of what Omelas is like. We are also told again by the narrator just how joyous the people of this town are. The Narrator tells the story of fairytale like place; however, this idyllic town as the narrator mentions is not what it appears to be. We soon learn of its true horrors, literally and figuratively behind closed doors. A disturbing image is created of a single child who is essentially being tortured for the towns well-being is brought to the audience's attention. We also learn that even more disturbingly, the entire town knows of this horror. To the point where children, and teenagers are brought to the door where the abused child is just to show them some cruel moral lesson on how life is not "fair". Most to all of the townspeople, especially the youth are disgusted, enraged and want change for this issue. But, as we soon find out, there is truly no way to help - this child's abuse it what makes this society continue to grow and stay jovial. At the end of the story we are told of those people, both young and old who leave Omelas after discovery of this cruel, sickening act, "They leave Omelas, they walk ahead into the darkness, and they do not come back. The place they go towards is a place even less imaginable to most of us than the city of happiness..." We are told that the majority who stay after seeing the horrors of their society are taught compassion in the process, but I believe the ones that walk away are the ones who cannot simply learn compassion from such a cruel event. To bring discussion 6 question in, I believe Ursula K Le. Guin was simply comparing our ruthless society to that of Omelas. When we think from this perspective it brings some real considerations into mind, how are we really okay to stay in our society that has so much cruelty and horror we are aware of, even if it makes us have "compassion"?	Comment by Author: LO 1, limited evidence: Shows little to no evidence of knowledge about categories of social group membership or their local, national, democratic, and/or contemporary struggles. 
 


Prompt #5: WHAT PARALLELS DO YOU DRAW BETWEEN THIS PORTION OF PARABLE OF THE SOWER AND OUR CURRENT SOCIETY? What parallels do you draw between this text and others we have read this semester?
Student Response #1: I loved this week's reading because even though our own society seems so far removed from this world in the 2020s, there really are so many similarities. And on an unrelated note, I love the author! I have never read a sci-fi book before that mentioned feminine hygiene. Never. Yet, in Parable of the Sower, Lauren makes sure to include tampons in her emergency grab and go kit. Usually in books of this genre, periods are never mentioned - but we all know they exist. I love that the author included this small detail, maybe in hopes of normalizing the female reproductive cycle, which is somewhat taboo in our society. Additionally, as a former Catholic who always questioned there faith, I really resonated with Lauren in her exploration and creation of a new belief system, something I actually did when I was around her age. 
IT WAS EARLY ON IN THE READING BUT ONE EXCERPT FROM THIS NOVEL REMINDED ME OF THE CURRENT SOCIETY WE LIVE IN. JUST LIKE IN THIS NOVEL, I AM TIRED OF THE MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT THE HOMELESS, THE LOW-INCOME, AND THOSE SUFFERING FROM ADDICTION. WHILE LAUREN DOES SUFFER FROM HYPEREMPATHY AND SHE SHOWS SADNESS FOR THE PEOPLE ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE WALL, SHE STILL SEES THEM AS DANGEROUS. HOWEVER, IT SEEMS THAT MOST OF THESE PEOPLE ARE "DANGEROUS" BECAUSE THEY WERE POOR TO BEGIN WITH. SHE SAYS THAT THEY GET SICK BECAUSE THEY ARE DIRTY. BUT SHE ACKNOWLEDGES THEY CANNOT AFFORD WATER. THEY ARE MALNOURISHED AND SKINNY BECAUSE THEY EAT BAD FOOD OR DO NOT EAT ALL. BUT SHE SAYS THEY DO NOT HAVE ACCESS TO FOOD. SO EVEN THOUGH IN HER THOUGHT PROCESS, SHE CAN RATIONALIZE THIS, THE BLAME STILL PASSES ONTO THE PEOPLE ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE WALL. THAT IS SO RELEVANT IN OUR SOCIETY. WE BLAME THE POOR AND THE OUTSIDERS FOR BEING DIFFERENT, BUT WE ARE THE CAUSE OF THAT (I AM SPEAKING FOR MYSELF HERE BECAUSE I AM A PRIVILEGED WHITE GIRL WHO BENEFITS FROM THE OPPRESSION OF OTHERS). WE LOOK IN DISGUST WHEN WE SEE SOMEONE WHO IS SUFFERING AND IMMEDIATELY QUESTION - "OH, HOW COULD ANYONE EVER LET THEMSELVES GET LIKE THIS." HOWEVER, IT IS OUR ECONOMY, GOVERNMENT, AND PRIVILEGE PERPETUATING THIS SYSTEM. LAUREN'S SITUATION IS SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT SINCE IT IS DYSTOPIAN, BUT WE CAN STILL CLEARLY SEE THE REMNANTS OF OUR SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC HIERARCHY. INSTEAD OF LOOKING AT OUR OWN LIVES AND PRIVILEGE AS THE REASON FOR SUFFERING AND DESTITUTE OF OTHERS, WE BLAME THEM AND THEN CHOICES WHEN MORE OFTEN THAN NOT, IT WAS PURELY CIRCUMSTANTIAL THAT THEY ENDED UP IN THAT SITUATION. JUST LIKE LAUREN, WE NEED TO RECOGNIZE THAT THIS COULD HAPPEN TO ANY OF US. WE HIT ONE STROKE OF BAD LUCK AND YOUR ENTIRE LIFE CAN BE FLIPPED UPSIDE DOWN, EVEN IF IT'S NOT OUR OWN FAULT. UNLESS YOU ARE ONE OF THE GROSSLY WEALTHY AND PRIVILEGED, ALL IT TAKES IS A COUPLE DAYS OF TERRIBLE LUCK FOR YOU TO END UP IN A TERRIBLE SITUATION YOU MIGHT NOT BE ABLE TO GET OUT OF.	Comment by Author: LO 4, low: Identifies ethical and/or moral perspectives/concepts related to equity as represented in a domestic (U.S.) situation. 


Prompt #6: Very early in Born in Flames, Honey begins her radio station by stating: "A station not only for the liberation of women, but for the liberation of all." How does the society depicted harm all citizens, not only women? You may want to also consider some of the displays of intersectionality we've discussed. How does this society unequally harm Black women and white women, for example? WHAT PARALLELS DO YOU SEE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES DEPICTED IN BORN IN FLAMES AND OUR CURRENT SOCIETY?
Student Response #1: This movie, Born in Flames by Lizzie Borden, was a much more difficult movie to watch than I was expecting. I have seen plenty of movies with intense scenes, but at points, this movie was much more graphic. However, I do have to say it was an extremely interesting film to watch, it had me captivated the whole time.
This film dealt a lot with radio and music and I believe they held an important purpose. From my understanding, I felt as though the radio and music served as an outlet for people to express themselves and speak their minds. These platforms also allow for mass communication, reaching the ears of anyone who cares to listen. With this ability to reach so many people, these two things, radio and music, in a way bring those who listen together as a community. A community is a group of people who have a particular thing in common, and in this case, the listeners of these radio stations and music share the desire to achieve equality and the fair treatment for all.
From the movie, Born in Flames, I also felt like there were some parallels with our current society. While some of the aspects of the film may be slightly more exaggerated, I do believe it is based on actual things that have taken place over time. WITHIN THIS FILM, WOMEN ARE FIRED FROM JOBS JUST BECAUSE OF THEIR GENDER, AND WHILE THIS IS NOT SUPPOSED TO HAPPEN, IT STILL DOES OCCUR IN OUR WORLD. THERE ARE DEFINITELY TIMES A QUALIFIED WOMAN IS PASSED UP FOR A JOB OR PROMOTION THAT IS GIVEN TO A MAN. ALSO, WOMEN DO NOT RECEIVE EQUAL PAY COMPARED TO MEN, WHICH IS JUST ANOTHER EXAMPLE OF HOW WOMEN ARE NOT TREATED EQUAL. THIS IS WHY THE WOMEN IN THE FILM BORN IN FLAMES WERE FIGHTING, THEY WANT EQUALITY.	Comment by Author: LO 4, low: Identifies ethical and/or moral perspectives/concepts related to equity as represented in a domestic (U.S.) situation. 

Student Response #2: to Begin, I Found It Interesting How Born in Flames was shot in 1983. It’s message feels more needed and relevant today than ever. I FEEL AS THOUGH ISSUES OF INEQUALITY ARE OFTEN SWIPED UNDER THE RUG OR SEEN AS “BECAUSE WE LIVE IN AMERICA” NOT RELEVANT. HOWEVER, FEMICIDE IS STILL AN ISSUE THAT’S FACED HERE WITH NOT MANY PEOPLE TALKING ABOUT ITS PLACE WITHIN OUR SOCIETY. THIS IS SIMILAR TO ADELAIDE’S MYSTERIOUS DEATH WHICH TOOK PLACE UNDER POLICE CUSTODY BUT WAS WRITTEN OFF AS A SUICIDE. THIS SPECIFIC INSTANCE RELATES DISTURBINGLY SIMILAR TO OUR CURRENT SOCIETY. WITH CASES ESPECIALLY AMONG WOMEN OF COLOR ENDING UP DEAD WITH LITTLE TO NO INVESTIGATION. AN EERY SIMILAR EXAMPLE BEING THAT OF SANDRA BLAND’S CASE, WHERE SHE SUDDENLY “COMMITTED SUICIDE” UNDER THE WATCH OF POLICE. VANESSA GUILLÉN AGAIN BEING A RECENT CASE WHERE THE MILITARY, A GOVERNMENT INSTITUTION WAS TRYING TO COVER UP A DEATH. LASTLY, BREONNA TAYLOR’S CASE, WHICH GOT MUCH NEEDED ATTENTION WAS NEVER SERVED WITH JUSTICE. WHEN WE CLEARLY SEE WOMEN BEING UNJUSTLY MURDERED AND WE AREN’T OUTWARDLY ENRAGED SHOWS HOW WELL WE ARE USED TO A CORRUPT SYSTEM. What’s so terrifying and disheartening about reading science fiction/dystopian literature is that you are able to find so many commonalities in our current day society. I hope that police brutality/government cover ups of all people, but especially women of color will finally be able to be meant with justice and taken seriously in the future. 	Comment by Author: LO 4, low: Identifies ethical and/or moral perspectives/concepts related to equity as represented in a domestic (U.S.) situation. 
